
Discovering a new form – Flash Fiction 

Flash Fiction Novel 

- Length – 50-2000 words 

- One scene is best, maybe two 

- Media platform – online (generally) 

- Every word counts 

- Ends in a surprise (usually)  

- Narrative has 5 main elements (setting, 

plot, character, theme, style) 

- Must have beginning, middle & end 

(orientation, complication, resolution) 

- Can be liner, flash-back or flash-forward 

but must have a time order 

- Strong, active verbs 

- Few or no linking verbs and adjectives 

- Little description, detail or characterisation 

- Dialogue-driven for quick action, character 

development and conflict 

- Focuses on action 

- Brevity 

- Specific 

- Take out unnecessary words (adjectives & 

adverbs) 

- Limit number of scenes (one is enough) 

- One to two characters tops 

- One point of view 

- Use small ideas, keep big ideas for novels 

- Focus on one main conflict 

- Start at the middle of the story, where the 

conflict is 

- Choose a catchy title 

- Active voice (predominantly) 

- Length – > 40,000 words (on average 

80,000 – 100,000) 

- 50-100 scenes 

- Hardcover, soft cover or eBook 

- Narrative has 5 main elements (setting, 

plot, character, theme, style) 

- Follows the 5-point structure (exposition, 

rising action, climax, falling action, 

resolution) 

- Sequence of events - can be liner, 

backstory, flashback, flash-forward and 

foreshadowing 

- Strong use of adjectives and adverbs 

- High detail, description and 

characterisations 

- Narrative perspective – narrator, first 

person, second person, third person or 

omniscient 

- Literary devices - metaphors, similes, 

personification, imagery, hyperbole, 

anecdotes, and alliteration. 

- Figurative language 

- Show don’t tell 

- Passive voice (predominantly)  

 

Analysis: 

Flash fiction and Novels are similar in the fact that they both contain: 

- 5 key elements of narration - setting, plot, character, theme, style; 

- Can tell the story from the same points on view – narrator, first person, second person, third person 

or omniscient;  

- Sequence of events can be liner, flashback or flash-forward, but must have a time order; 

- Contain literary devices - metaphors, similes, personification, imagery, hyperbole, anecdotes, and 

alliteration. 

However, the length, pace, tone, focus, language, number of characters and scenes all differ considerably. 

Flash fiction uses strong active verbs, and little to no adjectives and adverbs or linking words; novels are full of 

these. 

Flash fiction is brief, precise, uses active voice and focuses on action; novels are lengthy, descriptive, use 

mostly passive voice. 

Flash fiction has a beginning, middle and end, but often starts in the middle with no backstory. 

Flash fiction usually only has one to two characters max; novels have multiple characters. 

Flash fiction is usually online; novels are printed and eBooks. 

Flash fiction is dialogue driven; novels have a combination of dialogue and narration. 


