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Summary 

The purpose of this investigation was to investigate the safety concerns of the current 

playground equipment at Yardley Park and Barnes Park and to explore the community’s 

expectations on what the new playground should provide. A questionnaire and focus group 

surrounding these issues was conducted.  The results found that children at the parks have 

sustained several injuries.  The main concerns surrounded the age and deterioration of the 

play equipment and the lack of facilities.  The report concludes that the playground 

equipment is non-compliant with the Australian Safety Standards for Playground Equipment 

and requires further research into the maintenance of the park grounds.  It is recommended 

that a safety specialist be engaged to assist in the planning and development of the 

playgrounds’ and that the facilities and grounds are regularly maintained. 

Reasons for research 

There has been an increased number of complaints’ received by Council, from members of 

the community and several articles published in the local Southern Star Newspaper, relating 

to accidents occurring at both Yardley and Barnes Parks.  The current playground equipment 

is approximately 20 years old and is a major safety concern for the public. 

According to Kidsafe Queensland an estimated 5000 children under the age of 15 years 

attended a hospital for medical treatment for injuries related to playground equipment and 

trampolines in 1999. Details of these statistics are available from the Kidsafe Queensland 

web site <http://www.kidsafeqld.com.au/index.php/playground-safety/injury-stats> 

Currently 55 injuries have been reported at Yardley Park and 40 at Barnes Park, within the 

past 15-20 years. 

Research methods 

This research was conducted by a series of questionnaires, community focus groups, 

interviews and polls, which investigated the safety concerns of the current play equipment 

and explored the community’s expectations on what the new playground should provide.   

Questionnaires were distributed to 100 households surrounding the two parks along with an 

invitation to attend a community focus group.  The questionnaire predominantly used 

structured questioning to determine the volume and frequency of visits to the parks and the 

number of injuries sustained by children.  The focus groups and interviews with members of 

the community required mostly open-ended questioning to gauge a better understanding of 

personal experiences and suggestions for improvements.  Polling papers were distributed to 

attendees of the focus group to vote on the most important aspect of a new playground 

development.  Whilst demographic data was collected, questionnaires and polling papers 

were voluntary and anonymous. 

 



 

Results 

There was an 80% response rate to the questionnaires for Yardley Park and 60% for Barnes 

Park.  Overall, 102 people attended the community focus groups and of these; 95 people 

voted.  The graphs displayed below reflect the responses to some of the key points.  It is 

evident that a large number of accidents have been reported at both parks.  

See Figure 1 and 2.  

               Fig 1:   Yardley Park      Fig 2: Barnes Park 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Responses to the community’s main concerns regarding the safety of the play equipment at 

the parks included unstable equipment, broken swings, flying fox, woodchip surfaces and 

children injuring themselves on rusty equipment.  Refer to Fig 3.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants also held concerns for the overgrown gardens and presence of graffiti, 

attracting anti-social behaviour of youth within the community.  The responses also 

uncovered that not having separate age appropriate equipment has contributed to 

accidents involving youths injuring toddlers. 
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Conclusion 

Both Yardley and Barnes parks would benefit from replacing existing equipment with 

individual play stations for the varying ages and abilities, and the use of rubber surfaces and 

shade sails.  The majority of the residents whom participated in this research indicated the 

need to provide restroom facilities and picnic areas for families.   

Recommendations 

• The new equipment must be in accordance with the Australian Safety Standards on 

Playground Equipment and  

• The engagement of a safety specialist to assist in the planning and development of 

the equipment is recommended. 

It is also recommended that the Council consider employing caretakers for the parks to 

include regular maintenance of the restrooms, park grounds and the play equipment to 

provide a safe and inviting play area for children of the communities. 

 


